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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 120 


[Abstract:] Suggests certain modifications in U.S. coinage. 1267 
Dear Sir — 


In regard to U.S. Coins, weights &c. so frequently brought before the country in the 
papers and Congress, I wish briefly to assert the proposition that the country producing in the 
greatest abundance the precious metals should enjoy and exercise the right of regulating their 
relative as well as their intrinsic value. And one of the magnitude of ours, destined to increase in 
importance and influence upon the affairs and commerce of the world, should discard the 
varying values of the coins, weights and measures, that differ so greatly, and adopt those of its 
own as National or American. It is true that the decimal or central idea is partially developed in 
our coins; but why should not the coins themselves conform in weight to the same system 
discarding fractions, and thereby become measures of value, weight and capacity? For example — 
suppose the Double Eagle of 516 grains was rendered to 500, and the “Daddys dollar’ of 412 4 
grains was increased to 500 gers. making the greatest of our gold & silver coins equal in weight 
and of equal (900) fineness, and all coins of lower denominations of strictly propositional values 
and weights. The reducing of the gold and enlarging the silver, would bring them nearer in their 
proportional value, market and intrinsic, than they have been for many years. If the production of 
the mines should render it necessary; at any time, to alter the relative value, let it be done not by 
changing the weight but by adjusting the proportion of alloy. I suggest that the largest coin or 
each metal represent an American ounce of 500 grains dry measure, and in liquids of 500 minims 
or drops. Having the gold and silver coins of equal weight, would in a degree enable the common 
people to detect counterfeits by ready appeal to the scales and prove a great protection from 
fraud and imposition, as well as, always having at hand, (if fortunate) adjusted and sealed 
standard of weights. Habit and accustomed use would soon make them both desirable and 
popular. The French measures, and nomenclature can scarcely ever become popular or of easy 
applications, unless introduced through the schools to the rising generations. 





Are not these suggestions practicable? 


Respectfully Jno. J. Park 
Franklin Tenn. 
December 8, 1879 


